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Inspiring Southwest Regional Meeting Brings Together Researchers and Community Activists

This year we were fortunate to have re-
ceived funding from the Alice Kleberg
Reynolds Foundation to assist with ex-
penses for our Gender and Women’s
Studies Southwest Regional meeting,
which took place January 27-29, 2012 in
San Antonio, Texas. The annual meeting,
titled “Women’s Health and Sexualities
Conference,” brought together

scholars, researchers, and community

activists: Our goal was to share informa- §

tion and strategies with regard to educa-

content in formation, the conference
also provided opportunities to discuss
strategies for nurturing and educating

|| future feminist scholars, researchers,

service providers, political leaders, and
activists who can continue to work on

these important issues. The conference
concluded with a discussion of the spe-
cific needs of the Southwest region and

| the ways universities, colleges and com-

munity organizations can work together
to create dynamic, relevant community

tion, advocacy, service, and policy re- - programs and research projects that
lated to women living in the southwest tion addressed women, sexuality, and address emerging issues pertinent to the
United States and the U.S./Mexico bor- health disparities; the second covered lives of women and girls.

der region. Among formal and informal gender, environmental justice, immigra-

discussions, the conference included two  tion, and the academy. In addition to Sally Stevens, Executive Director, SIROW,
panel presentations. The first presenta- sharing research findings and specific University of Arizona
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The Southwest Institute for Research on Women (SIROW), established in 1979, is a regional
resource institute within the Gender and Women'’s Studies Department at the University of
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Wyoming, and Northwestern Mexico.
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UTEP Women’s Studies Program Puts Social Justice Values to Work

Marshall Ganz, a Harvard University professor of public policy once said,
“Grassroots organizing is about building power.” The spirit and ingenuity behind
grassroots organizing, fundraising and education is alive and well at the University
of Texas at El Paso Women'’s Studies Program. As the head Public Relations intern |
have had the opportunity to spearhead outreach both on and off campus. This has
included promoting and taking donations for jewelry, tutus, and buttons proclaim-
ing an end to misogyny and other social causes. All of the promotional items have
been handmade by faculty and students for the love of crafting and the passion to
raise awareness about women and gender issues.

Donations earned from these efforts have helped to fund a percentage of paid stu-
dent internships at local community non-profits. In conjunction with the course
Social Justice Values Put to Work: Social Entrepreneurship, Non-Profits & Volunteer-
ism (SJV), the interns work in the community on putting feminists values and theo-
ries to work. SJV students are challenged to think innovatively and apply theory
learned in the classroom within their internships all the while earning college
credit, valuable work experience, and an hourly wage. Last semester, the UTEP
Women's Studies Program collected enough money to sponsor a portion of ten
paid intern positions in the El Paso area.

Some of the organizations that SJV students are working with this semester include
Volar, a center for helping people with disabilities to live independently, and Com-
munity Solutions, which assists prison families as their loved ones are integrated
back into the home and the community. The SJV course and internships have en-
abled UTEP students to not only further their education, but to gain valuable pro-
fessional experience. Several SJV students have gone on to complete internships in
Washington D.C., enter PhD programs, and gain permanent employment with our
community partners. This is grassroots organizing, fundraising and education at its
finest! More information about the UTEP Women’s Studies Program and upcoming
special events, please visit us at: www.academics.utep.edu/ws

Josh Espinoza, Head P.R. Intern, Women’s Studies Program, UTEP
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Building and Sustaining Feminist and Border Scholarship:
by Irasema Coronado, Vice Provost, UTEP

The following are excerpts from a
presentation, at the Women’s Studies
Regional Meeting, January 27, 2012 in
San Antonio, TX.

As women studies comes of age
and matures, what are the suc-
cesses that we need to build on for
the future? As our movement ages
we need to reflect on what we
have done well and build on that
to move forward. We need to have
a clear vision for the future, there
is power in our articulation. We
might want to take the time to
revisit our mission statements.
What do our mission statements
say? Who develops our mission
statement? Are our mission state-
ments aligned with our colleges
and universities’ mission state-
ments? Do our mission state-
ments include a futuristic piece?
As we develop or revisit our mis-
sion statements, we need to make
sure that we are clear with our
nomenclature: women’s studies,
gender studies, feminist studies,
lesbian and gay studies, queer
studies. This nomenclature issue
also extends to border studies. For
example, in the debate over bor-
der security, does security refer to
national security, does it include
economic security, human secu-
rity?

There are plenty of research ques-
tions and areas that need our at-
tention. We need to facilitate re-
search locally, in our neighbor-
hoods and communities. We also
need to pay special attention to
statewide politics in Arizona and
Texas, What are our legislatures
doing? Who are the champions of
women’s issues? How can we
bring attention to these issues?
Likewise, nationally and globally,
there are a plethora of issues that
we need to embrace. We need to

ensure that we do not privilege
one sphere over another, we need
to create mechanisms of support
for scholars and researchers in all
of these spheres. We also need to
work with diverse groups of
women—women in business, sci-
ence, religion, etc. It is 0.k. to to
work with people who do not think
like you or believe like you. Lesson
from Theda Scokpol working with
the Tea Party Members or Carri
Skogberg Eastman interviewing
representatives from the Minute
Men in Arizona.

Women'’s Studies needs to demon-
strate relevance, and work on
broader societal issues that cross
over into multiple disciplines. We
need to work with people with
whom we have never worked with
before. We have made some
great strides, we have 15 PhD. Pro-
grams in women’s studies in the
country, however, we have more
work to do. In closing, | want to
thank what you have done, what
you will continue to do in the fu-
ture.
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Research News from
Metro State College of Denver

Dr. AnnJanette Alejano-Steele is a co-founder and
Board Chairperson of the non-profit Laboratory to Com-
bat Human Trafficking (LCHT) in Denver. One of LCHT's
research efforts, the Colorado Project to Combat Hu-
man Trafficking is now in its third phase of a 3-year four
phase project. In 2012, LCHT is focusing on the
strengths and gaps in Colorado’s anti-trafficking efforts
and will sponsor a conference on the Metro State cam-
pus in 2013 to disseminate the findings of this re-
search. The project has developed a unique campus-
wide Human Trafficking Academic Response Team,
which has supported over 30 survivors of human traf-
ficking over the course of its 4 1/2 year history. This
team of 10 academic units supports survivors in their
long term survivorship goals. An undergraduate
course, crosslisted across 6 departments is offered on
Human Trafficking.

For more information on the project visit this website:
(www.coloradoproject.combathumantrafficking.org)

Dr. Maurice Hamington, co-director of the Institute for
Women'’s Studies and Services at Metropolitan State
College of Denver has co-edited the volume, Contempo-
rary Feminist Pragmatism, which will be published in
late March. Contemporary Feminist Pragmatism is the
first book to address the modern significance of the
nexus of feminism and American philosophy (or what is
often called “pragmatism”). Chapters of the volume
include an exploration of the relationship between
community and identity, particularly as it relates to gen-
der and race, a discussion of political practice, as it re-
lates to feminist pragmatist commitments, and chapters
on education, sustainability movements, community
gardens, ethics and inquiry, in Buddhism, and animal-
human relationships. In addition to editing and anthol-
ogy, Dr. Hamington contributed a chapter to the vol-
ume that explores the ethical potential of hospitality as
a performative type of care theory.

For more information: www.routledge.com/books/
details/9780415899918/

JOIN US ON

facebook

“Southwest Insititute for Research on Women”




Immigration, Gender, Chican@ Literature and Borderlands in New Publications

While the state of Arizona continues to attract na-
tionwide attention for attacks on Ethnic Studies; and
the Tucson Unified School District has closed its
Mexican American Studies classes, removing key
texts of Chicana/o studies from K-12 classrooms,
feminist scholars at the University of Arizona con-
tinue to produce important new knowledge in the
fields of Chicana/o and Border Studies. In Reading
Chican@ Like a Queer: The De-Mastery of Desire,
Gender and Women'’s Studies (GWS) Associate Pro-
fessor Sandra K. Soto re-reads a diverse range of
widely discussed writers—from Américo Paredes to
Cherrie Moraga—to demonstrate that representa-
tions of racialization actually depend on the sexual
and that a racialized sexuality is a heretofore unrec-
ognized organizing principle of Chican@ literature.
In Performing Mexicanidad: Vendidas Y Cabareteras
on the Transnational Stage, Laura G. Gutiérrez, Asso-
ciate Professor of Spanish and Portuguese and GWS
affiliated faculty, examines the cultural representa-
tion of queer sexuality in the contemporary cultural
production of Mexican female and Chicana perform-
ance and visual artists. And in her forthcoming book,
Zines in Third Space: Radical Cooperation and Bor-
derlands Rhetoric, Adela C. Licona, co-editor of Femi-
nist Formations, Assistant Professor of Rhetoric,
Composition and the Teaching of English and GWS
affiliate, explores how borderlands’ rhetorics func-
tion in feminist, and queer of-color zines to chal-
lenge dominant knowledges as well as normativitiz-
ing mis/representations.

Meanwhile, the cultural and political struggles over
immigration in Arizona are addressed directly in Ari-
zona Firestorm: Global Immigration Realities, Na-
tional Media, and Provincial Politics, edited by
Celeste Gonzalez de Bustamante, Assistant Professor
of Journalism, and Otto Santa Ana, Associate Profes-
sor in Chicana & Chicano Studies at UCLA. This col-
lection of essays, which includes contributions by UA
faculty Anna Ochoa O'Leary, Assistant Professor of
Practice in Mexican American Studies and Co-
director of the Binational Migration Institute and
Nolan L. Cabrera, Assistant Professor in the Center
for the Study of Higher Education, among many
other distinguished scholars, examines the political,
economic, historical, and legal issues prompted by
anti-Latino and anti-immigrant legislation and state
actions. It also addresses the news media’s role in
shaping immigration discourse in Arizona and
around the globe. Miranda Joseph, University of Arizona

ican@

Desire
& By Sandra K. Soto

Reading Chican@ Like a
Queer: The De-Mastery of

University of Texas Press:
http://www.utexas.edu/

]
1 " Performing Mexicanidad:

" Vendidas y Cabareteras on
the Transnational Stage
By Laura G. Gutiérrez

University of Texas Press
http://www.utexas.edu/

By Adela Licona

Suny Press:

Zines in Third Space:
Radical Cooperation and
Borderlands Rhetoric

http://www.sunypress.edu/

Arizona Firestorm: Global Immigration Realities,

National Media, and Provincial Politics
By Otto Santa Ana and
Celeste Gonzdlez de Bustamante

Rowman & Littlefield Publishers
https://rowman.com/RLPublishers
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Visit us on the web!

L %

30

o)
)

G

S|

herstorg

scholarshi

|

feminisms_ Vishul

omMmunity

-
| ™
@
-
(=]
%]
D
e

 chiUusUce

anti-racism
fim/migration

empowerment

intersections

Sexuahtg




