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Key Findings to be Reviewed Today:

• Estimate of unsheltered homelessness count for 2021

• Overview of major changes over time in population of people experiencing 
homelessness 

• Comparison of numbers of individuals seeking services vs. those served in 
various program types

• Significant disparities in experiences and conditions captured in CE 
assessments 

• Examination of the identities within the “Multiple races” category  
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A multi-level modeling approach 
was used to estimate the 
associations between CoC-level 
economic factors and year-to-
year changes in the rate of 
unsheltered homelessness. 
These model results were then 
used to predict the rate of 
unsheltered homelessness in 
2021 in Pima County based on 
the levels of 5 independent 
variables (unemployment, 
poverty, the rental vacancy rate, 
median rent, and the 
homeownership rate) in Pima 
County in 2020. Our best 
estimate of the number of 
people experiencing unsheltered 
homelessness in Pima County in 
January of 2021 is 854 
individuals. 
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The number of unique individuals captured in the CE 
assessments in each HUD reporting year was 4 to 5 
times larger than the number of people experiencing 
homelessness counted in the annual PIT counts. 



15% Decrease

4% Decrease









Positive values indicate that 
proportions captured in CE are 
larger than those in the PIT Count. 

The picture of who is experiencing 
homelessness looks somewhat different 
depending on which data tool is being used. 
In particular, the proportion of women 
experiencing homelessness is nearly 10 
percentage points higher when measured 
using the CE assessments instead of the PIT 
count data.

Similarly, the proportion of homeless 
individuals experiencing chronic 
homelessness is substantially larger, on the 
order of 9 percentage points larger, when 
viewed through the CE assessment data in 
contrast to the PIT count data.
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The proportion reporting sleeping outside has 
increase in recent years rising from 52% in the 
2018 reporting year to 57% in the 2020 
reporting year.



59% of all individuals completing the CE 
assessment answered “yes” to a question 
asking whether their current bout of 
homelessness is, “in any way caused by a 
relationship that broke down, an unhealthy or 
abusive relationship, or because family or 
friends caused you to become evicted?”



62% of all individuals reported that their 
current period of homelessness, “has been 
caused by an experience of emotional, physical, 
psychological, sexual, or other type of abuse, or 
by any other trauma you have experienced”.
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This figure presents the primary 
race identified by a set of 12,548 
unique individuals over the 
reporting years 2018-2020.

Of these individuals 5.3%, or 668 
people, identified as multiracial. 







Higher rate of incarceration 



More likely to report 
leaving a housing situation 
due to physical health 
issues.



Higher Frequency of: ER visits, ambulance rides, 
inpatient hospitalizations, interactions with police, 
chronic health issues, physical disabilities, mental 
health or brain issues, taking medications they 
should not be taking, and to report that their 
current period of homelessness was due to an 
experience of abuse or trauma.



Questions/Discussion

Please feel free to contact us for information sharing or questions:
-keithb@arizona.edu

mailto:-keithb@arizona.edu
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